THE  DON  FLOWS  HOME
real scoundrel, He's found himself a fine job! Look at him 1
Not serving like other cossacks in the real forces! HeV
joined a punitive detachment! And is that the cossacks'
task, to be executioners, to hang old women, and to cut
down innocent children with their sabres ? Are they
responsible for ffitka's doings ? Why, at that rate the Re&*
might have sabred me and you, and Mishatka and Poliushka
for Grishka's doings. But they didn't; they had mercy,
No, God forbid; I don't agree with such goings on,"
" Nor do I defend my brother, mother," was all Natalia
said as she wiped away her tears with the end of her hand-
kerchief,
ffitka rode out of the village that same day, Rumour
said that he rejoined his punitive detachment somewhere
near Kargin, and went ofi with it to bring order to the
Ukrainian settlements of the Donietz region, whose
population had been accused of helping to suppress the
Upper Don rising,